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Preliminary Environmental Discussion 
(PED)
What is it?
Purpose
When is it required?
Sociocultural Data Report example
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PED –What Is It?
 The Department providing project context.
 It is an opportunity to inform the ETAT, the public, and 

other agencies, as appropriate of unique project and 
alternative

 To communicate what we know relative to the specific:
• Project
• Alternative
• Issue

 We ask the ETAT to:
• confirm our understanding, 
• refine our understanding
• Tell us want we are missing 

 PED provides reviewing agencies with context to aid them 
in providing actionable comments.
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PED –What Is It?
Opportunity to identify 
• resources we know about and whether 

we might come in contact with them (or 
not)
•Coordination requirements
• Technical studies
• Permits
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PED – Purpose
We are sharing information, not indicating a finding.
 It is an initial assessment of a project’s potential 

effects to the environment and how the District 
intends to address or evaluate these effects as the 
project advances.

 It gives the District the opportunity to do a better job 
of communicating what is known.

 PED provides reviewing agencies with context to aid 
them in providing actionable comments.

Asking reviewing agencies to respond to our 
impression.
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PED –When is it Required?
PEDs are provided on every project screened 
PEDs are presented to ETAT as they provide 

comments
PEDs are reused and a part of the Advance 

Notification Package 
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https://stage-d.fla-etat.org/est/
https://stage-d.fla-etat.org/est/
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“Demographics are the single most 
important factor that nobody pays 
attention to, and when they do pay 
attention, they miss the point.”

- Peter Drucker
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Three-pronged approach to identifying 
stakeholders
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Desktop Review -Socioeconomic 
and GIS data

Resource: http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/SCE/DemographicAnalysisDataLinks-2013-0925.pdf

Windshield Survey – Field 
Visits

Public Involvement

Sociocultural Data Report
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Drawing an Area of Interest
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Created from a point 
with 2000 foot buffer

Created 
from a line 
with a 500 
foot buffer

Created by drawing 
a polygon 

Viewing the SDR for an ETDM Project
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Sociocultural Data Report
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Sociocultural Data Report
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Sociocultural Data Report
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Sociocultural Data Report
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Sociocultural Data Report
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Data Sources and Methodology
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County Demographics Profile
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www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/pubs/sce/sce1.shtm

PDFsVideos

Visit our website!
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Questions
&

Answers
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